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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT

Board of Retirement
Kern County Employees’ Retirement Association
Bakersfield, California

Opinion

We have audited the accompanying schedule of employer allocations of the Kem County Employees’
Retirement Association (KCERA), as of and for the year ended June 30, 2025, and related notes. We
have also audited the total for all entities of the rows titled net pension liability, total deferred outflows of
resources, total deferred inflows of resources, and total employer pension expense as of and for the year
ended June 30, 2025, and the net pension liability as of June 30, 2024 (specified row totals), included in
the accompanying schedule of pension amounts by employer and related notes.

In our opinion, the accompanying schedules referred to above present fairly, in all matenal respects, the
employer allocations and the net pension liability, total deferred outflows of resources, total deferred
inflows of resources, and total employer pension expense for KCERA, as of and for the year ended
June 30, 2025, and net pension liability as of June 30, 2024, in accordance with accounting principles
generally accepted in the United States of America.

Basis for Opinion

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States
of America. Our responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditor's
Responsibilities for the Audit of the Schedules section of our report. We are required to be independent
of KCERA, and to meet our other ethical responsibilities, in accordance with the relevant ethical
requirements relating to our audit. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and
appropriate to provide a basis for our audit opinion.

Responsibilities of Management for the Schedules

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America, and for the
design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair
presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or
error.

In preparing the financial statements, management is required to evaluate whether there are conditions
or events, considered in the aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about KCERA's ability to continue as
a going concern for twelve months beyond the financial statement date, including any currently known
information that may raise substantial doubt shortly thereafter.
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Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Schedules

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the schedule of employer allocations
and the specified row totals included in the accompanying schedule of pension amounts by employer are
free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor's report that
includes our opinion. Reasconable assurance is a high level of assurance but is not absolute assurance
and therefaore is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with generally accepted auditing
standards will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. The risk of not detecting a matenal
misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may invalve
collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control.
Misstatements are considered material if there is a substantial likelihood that, individually or in the
aggregate, they would influence the judgment made by a reasonable user based on the schedules.

In performing an audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, we:
+ Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit.

+ |dentify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the schedules, whether due to fraud or
error, and design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks. Such procedures
include examining, on a test basis, evidence regarding the amounts and disclosures in the
schedules.

« (Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit
procedures that are approprate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an
opinion on the effectiveness of KCERA's intemal control. Accordingly, no such opinion is
expressed.

+ Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant
accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluate the overall presentation of the
schedules.

+ Conclude whether, in our judgment, there are conditions or events, considered in the aggregate,
that raise substantial doubt about KCERA's ability to continue as a going concemn for a reasonable
period of time.

We are required to communicate with those charged with govermance regarding, among other matters,
the planned scope and timing of the audit, significant audit findings, and certain internal control-related
matters that we identified during the audit.



Other Matter

Audited Fiduciary Net Position of the Kern County Employees’ Retirement Association

We have audited, in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of
America, the financial statements of KCERA, as of and for the year ended June 30, 2025, and our report
thereon, dated December 19, 2025, expressed an unmodified opinion on those financial statements.
Restriction on Use

Our report is intended solely for the information and use of management and the Board of Retirement of

KCERA, its employers and their auditors and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone
other than these specified parties.

l{@ LLp

Columbia, Maryland
April 30, 2026



Kern County Employees' Retirement Association - Schedule of
Employer Allocations
As of and for the year ended June 30, 2025

Kern County S 600,235,702 71.487 % S 1,688,704,328 76.287 %
Kern County Hospital Authority 154,194,276 18.364 % 316,091,861 14.279 %
Kern County Superior Courts 38,831,282 4.625 % 79,602,515 3.596 %
Berrenda Mesa Water District 198,481 0.024 % 2,641,570 0.119 %
Buttonwillow Recreation and Park
District 87,068 0.010 % 251,883 0.011 %
East Kern Cemetery District 158,210 0.019 % 457,692 0.021 %
Inyokern Community Services District — — % 211,304 0.010 %
Kern County Water Agency 6,419,607 0.765 % 18,571,536 0.839 %
Kern Mosquito and Vector Control
District 1,499,949 0.178 % 4,339,262 0.198 %
North of the River Sanitation District 1,655,915 0.197 % 4,790,463 0.216 %
San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution
Control District 35,161,732 4,188 % 94,486,442 4,268 %
Shafter Recreation and Park District 274,902 0.033 % 795,275 0.036 %
West Side Cemetery District 202,421 0.024 % 585,592 0.026 %
West Side Mosquito and Vector Control
District 366,354 0.044 % 1,059,840 0.048 %
West Side Recreation and Park District 351,464 0.042 % 1,016,764 0.046 %
Total $ 839,637,363 100 % $ 2,213,606,327 100 %



Kern County Employees' Retirement Association - Schedule of
Pension Amounts by Employer

As of and for the year ended June 30, 2025 with Net Pension
Liability as of June 30, 2024

NET PENSION LIABILITY (ASSET) as of June 30, 2024 $ 1,836,801,255 S 331,776,526 |S 94,379,791
NET PENSION LIABILITY (ASSET) as of June 30, 2025 1,688,704,328 316,091,861 79,602,515
Deferred Outflows of Resources
Differences between expected and actual experience 152,514,833 28,547,743 7,189,278
Net difference between projected and actual investment
earnings on pension plan investments - - -
Changes of assumptions 50,102,554 9,378,202 2,361,745
Changes in proportion and differences between employer
contributions and proportionate share of contributions 16,365,812 9,776,279 49,383
Total Deferred Outflows of Resources 218,983,199 47,702,224 9,600,406
Deferred Inflows of Resources
Differences between expected and actual experience 17,556,329 3,286,195 827,574
Net difference between projected and actual investment
earnings on pension plan investments 77,721,296 14,547,880 3,663,643
Changes of assumptions - - -
Changes in proportion and differences between employer
contributions and proportionate share of contributions — 8,224,222 7,910,039
Total Deferred Inflows of Resources 95,277,625 26,058,297 12,401,256
Pension Expense
Proportionate share of plan pension expense 198,943,917 37,238,343 9,377,861
Net amortization of deferred amounts and expensed portion
of current-period changes in proportion and differences
between employer's contributions and proportionate share
of contributions 7,461,283 (337,152) (3,792,334)
Total Employer Pension Expense|S 206,405,200 | S 36,901,191 |$ 5,585,527




Kern County Employees' Retirement Association - Schedule of
Pension Amounts by Employer
As of and for the year ended June 30, 2025 with Net Pension
Liability as of June 30, 2024 (continued)

NET PENSION LIABILITY (ASSET) as of June 30, 2024 S 3,785,533 |$ 269,719 |$ 535,273
NET PENSION LIABILITY (ASSET) as of June 30, 2025 2,641,570 251,883 457,692
Deferred Outflows of Resources

Differences between expected and actual experience 238,573 22,749 41,336

Net difference between projected and actual investment
earnings on pension plan investments — — —

Changes of assumptions 78,373 7,473 13,579

Changes in proportion and differences between employer

contributions and proportionate share of contributions — 52,209 4,439
Total Deferred Outflows of Resources 316,946 82,431 59,354

Deferred Inflows of Resources

Differences between expected and actual experience 27,463 2,619 4,758

Net difference between projected and actual investment
earnings on pension plan investments 121,576 11,593 21,065

Changes of assumptions — — —

Changes in proportion and differences between employer
contributions and proportionate share of contributions 1,005,634 24,193 44,564

Total Deferred Inflows of Resources 1,154,673 38,405 70,387

Pension Expense

Proportionate share of plan pension expense 311,201 29,673 53,920

Net amortization of deferred amounts and expensed portion
of current-period changes in proportion and differences

between employer's contributions and proportionate share
of contributions (334,078) 20,677 (7,771)

Total Employer Pension Expense | $ (22,877)|$ 50,350 (S 46,149




Kern County Employees' Retirement Association - Schedule of
Pension Amounts by Employer
As of and for the year ended June 30, 2025 with Net Pension
Liability as of June 30, 2024 (continued)

NET PENSION LIABILITY (ASSET) as of June 30, 2024 S 137,615 |$ 22,478,766 | S 4,912,665
NET PENSION LIABILITY (ASSET) as of June 30, 2025 211,304 18,571,536 4,339,262
Deferred Outflows of Resources

Differences between expected and actual experience 19,084 1,677,283 391,899

Net difference between projected and actual investment
earnings on pension plan investments - - -

Changes of assumptions 6,269 551,003 128,743

Changes in proportion and differences between employer

contributions and proportionate share of contributions 41,607 — 74,300
Total Deferred Outflows of Resources 66,960 2,228,286 594,942

Deferred Inflows of Resources

Differences between expected and actual experience 2,197 193,076 45,112

Net difference between projected and actual investment
earnings on pension plan investments 9,725 854,740 199,711

Changes of assumptions — — —

Changes in proportion and differences between employer
contributions and proportionate share of contributions 7,972 3,037,133 451,712

Total Deferred Inflows of Resources 19,894 4,084,949 696,535

Pension Expense

Proportionate share of plan pension expense 24,894 2,187,887 511,202

Net amortization of deferred amounts and expensed portion
of current-period changes in proportion and differences

between employer's contributions and proportionate share
of contributions 9,777 (1,185,266) (49,217)

Total Employer Pension Expense | $ 34,671 |S 1,002,621 |$ 461,985




Kern County Employees' Retirement Association - Schedule of
Pension Amounts by Employer
As of and for the year ended June 30, 2025 with Net Pension
Liability as of June 30, 2024 (continued)

NET PENSION LIABILITY (ASSET) as of June 30, 2024 S 5,410,496 |$ 115,634,413 |$ 858,631
NET PENSION LIABILITY (ASSET) as of June 30, 2025 4,790,463 94,486,442 795,275
Deferred Outflows of Resources

Differences between expected and actual experience 432,649 8,533,515 71,825

Net difference between projected and actual investment
earnings on pension plan investments — — —

Changes of assumptions 142,129 2,803,340 23,595

Changes in proportion and differences between employer

contributions and proportionate share of contributions 285,485 849,953 82,346
Total Deferred Outflows of Resources 860,263 12,186,808 177,766

Deferred Inflows of Resources

Differences between expected and actual experience 49,803 982,312 8,268

Net difference between projected and actual investment
earnings on pension plan investments 220,477 4,348,665 36,602

Changes of assumptions — — —

Changes in proportion and differences between employer
contributions and proportionate share of contributions 348,823 5,799,359 37,231

Total Deferred Inflows of Resources 619,103 11,130,336 82,101

Pension Expense
Proportionate share of plan pension expense 564,357 11,131,316 93,690

Net amortization of deferred amounts and expensed portion
of current-period changes in proportion and differences

between employer's contributions and proportionate share
of Contributions 4,313 (1,328,489) 14,833

Total Employer Pension Expense | $ 568,670 |$ 9,802,827 |$ 108,523




Kern County Employees' Retirement Association - Schedule of
Pension Amounts by Employer

As of and for the year ended June 30, 2025 with Net Pension
Liability as of June 30, 2024 (continued)

NET PENSION LIABILITY (ASSET) as of June 30, 2024 S 642,567 |$ 1,530,059 ($ 1,176,989 |$2,420,330,298
NET PENSION LIABILITY (ASSET) as of June 30, 2025 585,592 1,059,840 1,016,764 | 2,213,606,327
Deferred Outflows of Resources
Differences between expected and actual experience 52,888 95,719 91,829 199,921,203
Net difference between projected and actual investment
earnings on pension plan investments — — — -
Changes of assumptions 17,374 31,445 30,167 65,675,991
Changes in proportion and differences between employer
contributions and proportionate share of contributions — — 18,931 27,600,744
Total Deferred Outflows of Resources 70,262 127,164 140,927 | 293,197,938
Deferred Inflows of Resources
Differences between expected and actual experience 6,088 11,018 10,571 23,013,383
Net difference between projected and actual investment
earnings on pension plan investments 26,951 48,778 46,796 101,879,498
Changes of assumptions — — — —
Changes in proportion and differences between employer
contributions and proportionate share of contributions 164,559 357,039 188,264 27,600,744
Total Deferred Inflows of Resources 197,598 416,835 245,631 | 152,493,625
Pension Expense
Proportionate share of plan pension expense 68,988 124,858 119,782 | 260,781,889
Net amortization of deferred amounts and expensed
portion of current-period changes in proportion and
differences between employer's contributions and
proportionate share of contributions (195,918) (179,525) (101,133) —
Total Employer Pension Expense|$ (126,930)(S  (54,667)$ 18,649 |$ 260,781,889




Cost-Sharing, Multiple-Employer Pension Plan
Notes to Schedules of Employer Allocations and Pension Amounts
by Employer As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 2025

Note 1 — DESCRIPTION OF THE ENTITY

Plan Description

The Kern County Employees’ Retirement Association (KCERA) was established on January 1, 1945 by the
County of Kern Board of Supervisors under the provisions of the County Employees’ Retirement Law of
1937 (CERL). KCERA is a cost-sharing, multiple-employer defined benefit plan (the Plan) covering all
permanent employees of the County of Kern and of the following agencies: Buttonwillow Recreation and
Park District, East Kern Cemetery District, Kern County Hospital Authority, Kern County Superior Court,
Kern County Water Agency, Kern Mosquito and Vector Control District, North of the River Sanitation
District, San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution Control District, Shafter Recreation and Park District,
West Side Cemetery District, West Side Mosquito and Vector Control District, West Side Recreation and
Park District, and the Plan is administered by the Kern County Board of Retirement, which consists of
nine members and two alternate members.

Pension Benefits

All regular, full-time employees of the County of Kern or contracting districts who work 50% or more of
the regular standard hours required become members of KCERA effective on the first day of the payroll
period following the date of hire. Safety membership includes those in active law enforcement, fire
suppression, criminal investigation, detention and probation.

General members (excluding Tier 1) are eligible to retire at age 70 regardless of service or at age 50
with 10 or more years of retirement service credit. A member with 30 years of service is eligible to retire
regardless of age. General Tier Il members are eligible to retire at age 70 regardless of service or at age
52 with 5 or more years of retirement service credit.

Safety members are eligible to retire at age 70 regardless of service or at age 50 with 10 or more years
of retirement service credit. A member with 20 years of service is eligible to retire regardless of age.

The retirement benefit the member will receive is based on age at retirement, final average
compensation (FAC), years of retirement service credit and benefit tier.

General member benefits for Tier | and Tier Il are calculated pursuant to California Gov. Code Sections
31676.17 and 31676.01, respectively. The monthly allowance is equal to 1/50th of FAC times years of
accrued retirement service credit times an age factor from Section 31676.17 (Tier I), or 1/90th of FAC
times years of accrued retirement service credit times an age factor from Section 31676.01 (Tier II).
General Tier Il member benefits are calculated pursuant to the provisions found in California
Government Code Section 7522.20(a). The monthly allowance is equal to the FAC multiplied by years of
accrued retirement credit multiplied by an age factor from Section 7522.20(a).

Safety member benefits for Tier | and Tier Il are calculated pursuant to California Gov. Code Sections
31664.1 and 31664, respectively. The monthly allowance is equal to 3% of FAC times years of accrued
retirement service credit times an age factor from Section 31664.1 (Tier 1), or 1/50th of FAC times years
of accrued retirement service credit times an age factor from Section 31664 (Tier Il).
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For members in Tiers | and Il, the maximum monthly retirement allowance is 100% of final average
compensation (FAC). There is no FAC limit on the maximum retirement benefit for General Tier IlI
members. However, the maximum amount of compensation earnable that can be taken into account
for 2025 for members in Tier | and Tier Il is $350,000. For General Tier lll members who are enrolled in
Social Security, the maximum amount of pensionable compensation that can be taken into account for
2025 is equal to $155,081 ($186,096 for those not enrolled in Social Security). These limits are adjusted
on an annual basis. Members are exempt from paying member contributions and employers are exempt
from paying employer contributions on compensation in excess of the annual cap.

FAC consists of the highest 12 consecutive months of pensionable pay for a General Tier | or Tier IIA
member or a Safety Tier | or Tier IIA members, and the highest 36 consecutive months of pensionable
pay for a General Tier IIB or Tier lll member or a Safety Tier IIB member.

The member may elect an unmodified retirement allowance or choose an optional retirement
allowance. The unmodified retirement allowance provides the highest monthly benefit and a 60%
continuance to an eligible surviving spouse or domestic partner. An eligible spouse or partner is one
married to or registered with the member one year prior to the effective retirement date. Certain
surviving spouses or domestic partners may also be eligible if marriage or domestic partnership was at
least two years prior to the date of death and the surviving spouse or domestic partner has attained age
55 on or prior to the date of death. There are four optional retirement allowances the member may
choose. Each of the optional retirement allowances requires a reduction in the unmodified retirement
allowance in order to allow the member the ability to provide certain benefits to a surviving spouse,
domestic partner, or named beneficiary having an insurable interest in the life of the member to a
surviving spouse, domestic partner, or named beneficiary having an insurable interest in the life of the
member.

Death Benefits

An active member’s beneficiary is entitled to receive death benefits, which consist of accumulated
contributions, plus interest, and one month’s salary for each full year of service, up to a maximum of six
months of salary.

If a member is vested and their death is not the result of a job-caused injury or disease, the spouse or
registered domestic partner will be entitled to receive a lifetime monthly allowance equal to 60% of the
retirement allowance to which they would have been entitled if they had retired with a nonservice-
connected disability on the date of their death. The same choice is given to their minor children under
the age of 18 (continuing to age 22 if enrolled full time in an accredited school).

If a member dies in the performance of duty, the spouse or registered domestic partner receives, for
life, monthly allowance equal to at least 50% of the member’s final average salary. This will only apply to
minor children under the age of 18 (continuing to age 22 if enrolled full time in an accredited school).

If a member dies after retirement, a death benefit of $5,000 is payable to their designated beneficiary or
the estate.

If the retirement was for service-connected or nonservice-connected disability and the member chose
the unmodified allowance option, their surviving spouse, registered domestic partner or minor children
will receive a monthly continuance equal to 60% of the benefit.

If the retirement was for service-connected disability, their spouse, registered domestic partner or
minor children will receive a 100% continuance of the member’s benefit.
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Disability Benefits

A member with five years of service, regardless of age, who becomes permanently incapacitated from
the performance of duty will be eligible for a nonservice-connected disability retirement. Any member
who becomes permanently incapacitated for the performance of duty as a result of injury or disease
arising out of and in the course of employment is eligible for a service-connected disability, regardless of
service length or age.

Cost-of-Living Adjustments

An annual cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) of up to 2.0% was adopted for all retirees and continuance
beneficiaries as of April 1, 1973. An additional 0.5% COLA was granted by the Ventura Settlement as of
April 1, 2002, resulting in @ maximum COLA of 2.5%, depending on the rate of inflation.

Supplemental Benefits

The Board of Retirement and the Board of Supervisors adopted Government Code Section 31618 on April
23, 1984, which provides for the establishment of the Supplemental Retiree Benefit Reserve (SRBR). The
SRBR is used only for the benefit of future and current retired members and their beneficiaries. The
supplemental benefit is not a guaranteed benefit. The distribution of the SRBR is determined by the
Board of Retirement. SRBR currently provides for 82% purchasing power protection and the $5,000 death
benefit.

On September 14, 2022, the Board adopted a Restructured SRBR benefit effective July 1, 2022 equal to
$1.80 per year of service, but no less than the member’s current SRBR benefit as of July 1, 2022. The
Restructured SRBR benefit also includes a 2.5% COLA on the SRBR benefit, so long as the SRBR remains
adequately funded. This plan amendment increased the NPL by $30.4 million.

Contributions

Eligible employees and their beneficiaries are entitled to pension, disability and survivors’ benefits under
the provision of the CERL with the establishment of KCERA on January 1, 1945. As a condition of
participation under the provisions of the CERL, members are required to pay a percentage of their
salaries, depending up their age at date of entry in the Plan, membership type and benefit tier.

Members are required to make contributions to KCERA regardless of the retirement plan or tier in which
they are included. The average member contribution rate as of June 30, 2025 for 2024-2025 (based on
the June 30, 2023 valuation) was 7.41% of compensation.

Interest is credited to member contributions semi-annually on June 30 and December 31, in accordance
with Article 5.5 of the CERL. Member contributions and credited interest are refundable upon
termination of membership.

The County of Kern and contracting districts contribute to the retirement plan based upon actuarially
determined contribution rates adopted by the Board of Retirement. Employer contribution rates are
adopted annually based upon recommendations received from KCERA’s actuary after the completion of
the annual actuarial valuation. The average employer contribution rate as of June 30, 2025 for 2024-2025
(based on the June 30, 2023 valuation and after reflecting the phase-in of the impact of the assumption
changes) was 48.80% of compensation.
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Note 2 - MEASUREMENT FOCUS AND BASIS OF ACCOUNTING

Employers participating in the Plan are required to report pension information in their financial
statements for fiscal periods beginning on or after June 15, 2015, in accordance with Governmental
Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 68, Accounting and Financial Reporting for Pensions
an Amendment of GASB Statement No. 27. In accordance with GASB Statement No. 82, Pension Issues an
Amendment of GASB Statements No. 67, No. 68 and No. 73, employer-paid member contributions are
classified as employee contributions for purposes of GASB Statement 68. Starting with the June 30, 2016
measurement date for the employers, employer-paid member contributions are excluded from employer
contributions.

The accompanying schedules were prepared by KCERA’s independent actuary and were derived from
information provided by KCERA in accordance with the standards issued by the Governmental Accounting
Standards Board (GASB), which is the nationally accepted standard-setting body for establishing accounting
principles generally accepted in the United States of America for governmental entities. As prescribed by
GASB, they are reported using the economic resources measurement focus and the accrual basis of
accounting.

Employer-covered payroll KCERA received within the fiscal year ended June 30, 2025, is used as the basis
for determining each employer’s proportionate share reported in the Schedule of Employer Allocations.
The following items for each membership class is based on the corresponding proportionate share within
each membership class:

Net Pension Liability

Service cost

Interest on the Total Pension Liability

Expensed portion of the current-period benefit changes

Expensed portion of current-period difference between expected and actual experience in the

Total Pension Liability

*  Member contributions

* Projected earnings on plan investments

* Expensed portion of current-period differences between actual and projected earnings on
plan investments

* Administrative expense

*  Recognition of beginning-of-year deferred outflows of resources as pension expense

* Recognition of beginning-of-year deferred inflows of resources as pension expense

The Fiduciary Net Position of KCERA and additions to/deductions from KCERA’s Fiduciary Net Position have
been determined on the same basis as they are reported in KCERA’s Annual Comprehensive Financial
Report. Benefit payments (including refunds of employee contributions) are recognized when due and
payable in accordance with the benefit terms. Investments are reported at fair value. The reporting date
and measurement date for the plan is June 30, 2025. For purposes of measuring the Net Pension Liability,
deferred outflows of resources and deferred inflows of resources related to pensions and pension
expense.

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the
United States of America requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the
reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of
the financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues and expenses during the reporting period.
Actual results could differ from those estimates.
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Note 3 — NET PENSION LIABILITY

The Net Pension Liability of $2,213,606,327 was measured as of June 30, 2025. The Net Pension Liability
(NPL) is the Total Pension Liability reduced by the Plan’s Fiduciary Net Position. The Plan’s Fiduciary Net
Position (plan assets) was valued as of the measurement date while the Total Pension Liability was
determined based upon rolling forward the Total Pension Liability from the actuarial valuation as of June
30, 2024 to the measurement date of June 30, 2025. The Plan provisions used in the measurement of
the Net Pension Liability are the same as those used in the KCERA actuarial valuation as of June 30,
2025. The Total Pension Liability and the Plan’s Fiduciary Net Position include liabilities and assets held
for the Supplemental Retiree Benefit Reserve (SRBR). The employers’ proportions of the NPL are based
on the employers’ share of covered payroll for each membership class.

The NPL for each membership class is obtained from internal valuation results based on the actual
participants in each membership class.

e The safety membership class has only one employer (Kern County), so all of the NPL for safety is
allocated to the County.

*  For general and district membership classes, the NPL is allocated based on the covered payroll
within their respective classes.

— Calculate ratio of employer's payroll to the total payroll for the membership class.
— This ratio is multiplied by the NPL for the membership class to determine the employer's
proportionate share of the NPL for the membership class.

e If the employer is in several membership classes, the employer's total allocated NPL is the sum
of its allocated NPL from each membership class. Proportionate share of total plan NPL is then
the ratio of the employer's total allocated NPL to the total NPL of all employers.

¢ The negative NPL associated with the SRBR is allocated based on the actual total payroll for each
employer within KCERA.
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Note 4 — ACTUARIAL ASSUMPTIONS

The Total Pension Liability (TPL) as of June 30, 2025 uses the same actuarial funding valuation as of June 30,
2025. The actuarial assumptions used in the that funding valuation were based on the results of an
experience study for the period from July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2022. In particular, the following
actuarial assumptions were applied to all periods included in the measurement:

Assumption Type Assumption
Investment rate of return 7.00%, net of pension plan investment expense, including
inflation
Inflation rate 2.50%
"Across-the-board" salary increase 0.50%
Projected salary increases General: 3.70% to 8.00%

Safety: 4.00% to 10.00%

The above salary increases vary by service and include inflation
and "across-the-board" salary increase

Cost-of-Living adjustments 2.50%

Administrative expenses 0.95% of payroll allocated to both the employer and the
member based on the components of the total average
contribution rate (before expenses) for the employer and the
member

Other assumptions See analysis of actuarial experience during the period July 1,
2019 through June 30, 2022

The Entry Age actuarial cost Method used in KCERA's annual actuarial valuation has also been applied in
measuring the Service Cost and TPL with one exception. For purposes of measuring the Service Cost and
TPL, KCERA has reflected the same plan provisions used in determining the member’s Actuarial Present
Value of Projected Benefits. This is different from the version of this method applied in KCERA’s annual
funding valuation, where the Normal Cost is determined as if the current benefit accrual rate had always
been in effect.

The long-term expected rate of return on pension plan investments was determined using a building-
block method in which expected arithmetic real rates of return (expected returns, net of inflation and,
beginning with June 30, 2023, any applicable investment management expenses) are developed for each
major asset class. These returns are combined to produce the long-term expected arithmetic rate of
return for the portfolio by weighting the expected arithmetic real rates of return by the target asset
allocation percentage, adding expected inflation and subtracting expected investment expenses
(beginning with June 30, 2023 including only investment consulting fees, custodian fees and other
miscellaneous investment expenses) and risk margin. Beginning with June 30, 2023 this portfolio return is
also adjusted to an expected geometric real rate of return for the portfolio.
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The target allocation (approved by the Board) and projected arithmetic real rates of return for each major
asset class (after deducting inflation) are shown in the following table. These rates are after deducting
applicable investment management expenses. This information was used in the derivation of the long-
term expected investment rate of return assumption for the actuarial funding valuation as of June 30,
2025. This information will be subject to change every three years based on the results of an actuarial
experience study.

Global Equity 37% 7.05% 2.60%
Core Fixed Income 14% 1.97% 0.28%
High Yield Corporate Credit 6% 4.63% 0.28%
Emerging Market Debt Blend (Hard) 2% 4.72% 0.09%
Emerging Market Debt Blend (Local) 2% 4.53% 0.09%
Commodities 4% 4.21% 0.17%
Core Real Estate 5% 3.86% 0.19%
Value Added Real Estate 5% 6.70% 0.34%
Midstream 5% 8.00% 0.40%
Capital Efficiency Alpha Pool 8% 3.10% 0.25%
Hedge Funds 10% 3.10% 0.31%
Private Equity 5% 10.27% 0.51%
Private Credit 5% 6.97% 0.35%
Cash (8)% 0.63% (0.05)%
Inflation 2.50%
Total 100% 8.31%
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Note 5 — DISCOUNT RATE

The discount rate used to measure the TPL was 7.00% as of June 30, 2025. The projection of cash flows
used to determine the discount rates assumes plan member contributions will be made at the current
contribution rates and that employer contributions will be made at rates equal to the actuarially
determined contribution rates.

For this purpose, only employee and employer contributions that are intended to fund benefits of current
plan members and their beneficiaries are included. Projected employer contributions that are intended to
fund the service costs for future plan members and their beneficiaries, as well as projected contributions
from future plan members, are not included. Based on those assumptions, the Plan’s Fiduciary Net
Position was projected to be available to make all projected future benefit payments for current plan
members. Therefore, the long-term expected rate of return on pension plan investments was applied to
all periods of projected benefit payments to determine the Total Pension Liability as of June 30, 2025.

The discount rate assumptions have been developed without taking into consideration any impact of the
50/50 allocation of future excess earnings between the retirement and Supplemental Retiree Benefit
Reserve SRBR asset pools.

Sensitivity of the Net Pension Liability to changes in the discount rate. The following presents the
Net Pension Liability as of June 30, 2025, calculated using a discount rate of 7.00%, and what the Net
Pension Liability would be if it were calculated using a discount rate that is one point lower (6.00%) or one
point higher (8.00%) than the current rate:

Net Pension Liability as of June 30, 2025 | $3,361,420,394 | $2,213,606,327 | $1,271,303,269
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Note 6 - AMORTIZATION OF DEFERRED OUTFLOWS AND DEFERRED INFLOWS OF
RESOURCES

There have been changes in each employer’s proportionate share of the total Net Pension Liability (NPL)
during the measurement period ended June 30, 2025. The net effect of the change on the employer’s
proportionate share of the collective NPL and collective deferred outflows of resources and deferred
inflows of resources for the current period is recognized over the average of the expected remaining
service lives of all employees that are provided with pensions through KCERA which is 4.50 years
determined as of June 30, 2024 (the beginning of the measurement period ending June 30, 2025).

Deferred outflows of resources and deferred inflows of resources related to pensions will be recognized
as follows:

Reporting Date for Employer under GAS 68
Year Ended June 30:
2026 S —
2027 S 155,236,085
2028 S 32,524,233
2029 S (21,566,404)
2030 S (25,489,601)
2031 S —
Thereafter S —

Note 7 — ADDITIONAL FINANCIAL AND ACTUARIAL INFORMATION

Additional financial information supporting the preparation of the Schedule of Employer Allocations and
the Schedule of Pension Amounts by Employer (including the disclosure of the Net Pension Liability and the
unmodified audit opinion on the financial statements) is located in the Kern County Employees’ Retirement
Association’s Annual Comprehensive Financial Report for the fiscal years ended June 30, 2025 and 2024.
The supporting actuarial information is included in the Governmental Accounting Standards (GAS) 67
Actuarial Valuation as of June 30, 2025 and Governmental Accounting Standard (GAS) 68 Actuarial
Valuation as of June 30, 2025. The additional financial and actuarial information is available at
www.kcera.org or by contacting KCERA’s office, 11125 River Run Blvd., Bakersfield, CA 93311, or by calling
(661) 381-7700.
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